
is* 

Ivan R. Dee 



fc 



CHICAGO 1999 





fall 

ive U.S. 
;nd the ( 

: two of 
1 foreigr 
e also e; 
Kennedy 
. The ii 
stro's G 
e Hous< 
isis, aln 

intrigui 
State D 
^rs, an< 
id inch 
races 
s in th 
i his se 
tructec 
> see, tl 
d. It t 
re wa! 
all-oc 
eveah 
to be ; 

is int 
gopii 
i the I 
odor 
i ofT 
iew ! 
divid 
intin,* 
ring 
in H 




\ 



| 



HE KENNEDYS AND CUBA. Copyright © 1999 by Mark ). White. All rights 
reserved including the right to reproduce this book or portions thereof in any form For 

'tT a r- a f ddress: 1 ,van R ' Dce > Publisher, 1332 North Halsled Street, Chicago ' 
60622. Manufactured in the United States of America and printed on acid-free paper. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data: 

The Kennedys and Cuba : the declassified documentary history / edited with 
commentary by Mark J. White, 
p. cm. 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 

ISBN 1-56663-265-X (acid-free paper) 

1. United States- Foreign rclations-Cuba Sources. 2. Cuba— Foreign 
relations- United States Sources. 3. United Slates-Foreign relations- 1961-1963 

^1925-1968 . rSiSarit 1°' FiUgCra ' ll) ’ 1917 " 1963 - ' Kenned * Rl)bcrt 

E183.8.C9K46 1999 

327.7307291'09'046— dc21 ^ 



gifted 




$28.95 



The Kennedys and Cuba 

The abortive U.S. invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs 
in 1961 and the Cuban missile crisis the following 
year were two of the most important moments in 
American foreign policy in the twentieth century^ 
They were also early hallmarks of the presidency ot 
John F. Kennedy in which his brother Robert played 
key roles. The involvement of the Kennedys with 
Fidel Castro’s Cuba began in JFK’s earliest days in 
the White House and extended until well after the 
missile crisis, almost until the assassination in Dallas. 

In this intriguing assemblage of documents, drawn 
from the State Department, the Kennedy Library, pri- 
vate papers, and the Assassination Records Review 
Board, and including newly released materials, Mark 
White traces the attitudes and actions of the 
Kennedys in their fateful dealings with Castro and 
Cuba. In his selection and commentary, Mr. White 
has constructed a virtual narrative which allows the 
reader to see, through the documents, how the story 
developed. It becomes clear that the Kennedys fer- 
vent desire was to oust Castro by any means possible 
short of all-out war. Yet in JFK’s last days, as Mr. 
White reveals, the United States signaled what 
seemed to be a move toward rapprochement. 

In his introduction, Mr. White traces history’s 
changing opinion of the Kennedys’ handling of Cas- 
tro, from the high praise of Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., 
and Theodore C. Sorensen in the 1960s to the sharp 
criticism ofThomas Reeves in the 1970s. A more bal- 
anced view has now emerged, but interpretations 
remain divided. Mr. White himself finds particularly 
disappointing the "myopia of the Kennedy team m 
considering how their anti-Castro policies would be 
viewed in I~l3V3n3 3nd Moscow. 
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The Kennedys and Cuba will allow the reader to 
become a historian, deriving his or her own interpre- 
tation from the raw data provided by Mr. White. This 
is an important record of one of Americas thorniest 
and most persistent foreign policy problems. 




Mark J. White is Lecturer in American History at 
Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of 
London. He was born in Holbrook, England, and 
studied at the University of Nottingham, the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, and Rutgers Universi- 
ty, where he received a Ph.D. in history. He has writ- 
ten widely on American foreign policy and is the 
author of Missiles in Cuba and The Cuban Missile 
Crisis y and editor of Kennedy: The New Frontier 
Revisited. 
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